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The idea that free radicals are somehow involved 
in the origin of cancer has been current for some 
time. The blurb for this book states that it ‘pro- 
vides the first comprehensive valuation of a con- 
troversial topic, clarifying the relationship between 
free radical processes and cancer development. 
Leading international experts fully examine the 
wide range of ongoing research ._.‘. On reading it, 
I was sadly disappointed. 
Firstly, the book is far from comprehensive. 
Many areas of current interest are ommitted, such 
as the abnormalities in anti-oxidant enzyme ac- 
tivities in cancer cells, the role of oxygen radicals 
produced by phagocytes (and perhaps ‘natural 
killer’ cells) in attacking tumours and the mech- 
anism of action of the anti-tumour antibiotics. 
While some Chapters are written by experts in the 
relevant fields (e.g., Floyd, Swartz and Gillette), 
others are not. Indeed, neither I nor four of my 
colleagues had even heard of some of the authors, 
and the names of many ‘international experts’ in 
the fields of, say, radiosensitising drugs and car- 
cinogen metabolism, are missing from the list of 
authors. ’ 
What the book does largely deal with is spin- 
trapping techniques as applied to carcinogens and 
some anti-tumour drugs. Unfortunately, it is often 
not clear that the radicals that can be generated 
from these compounds have anything to do with 
their biological activity. Emanuel reviews the Rus- 
sian studies on the free-radical content of lyophilis- 
ed tumour cells whereas Swartz, in an excellent 
review, explains why this work is of little value. 
Overall, a disappointing volume with a mislead- 
ing title. ‘Spin-trapping of radicals from various 
carcinogens and ~tro-compounds’ would have 
been a title that better describes its contents. For a 
better view of the field read ‘Free Radicals, Lipid 
Peroxidation and Cancer’, edited by McBrien and 
Slater (Academic Press, London, New York, 
1982). 
B. Ha&well 
181 
